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exhilaration not unnatural in one who has so signally
achieved success in making the Manchester corpora-
tion-with its special committees and all its other
paraphernalia of delay-look ridiculous remains to be
seen; but for those who realise the severity of the
blow, either from the sanitary standpoint or from that of
regard for the reputation of the council for intelligence, the
situation is depressing. When asked if the syndicate pro-
posed to reserve any part of the timbered estate for the
purposes of a park the chairman is reported to have said :
"We do not wish to pose as philanthropists, but we know
very well that the land will be worth more if there is a lung
in the centre of it. We are not antagonistic to the Man-
chester corporation, and if they like to make us an offer or
to approach us we shall be prepared to reserve a portion for
public purposes." Poor corporation! What a delightful
feeling it must be to have the whip hand of it and to be the
possessor of a fine commercial instinct.

Fruit in Manchester.
One of the points as to which we have improved on

the dietary of our forefathers is in the greatly increased
consumption of fruit, and our Shude-hill market is one
of the largest centres in the kingdom for its reception
and distribution. It is said that except Covent Garden no
other receives and distributes every day so many hundred
tons of ripe produce, "and it is doubtful whether even
Covent Garden will this year equal the Manchester centre in
quantity." Oldham, Bolton, Stockport, Blackburn, Ashton,
Hyde, Bacup, and other populous towns receive their main
supply from Shude-hill. During the last few years the acreage
under strawberries has greatly increased. It is not long since
our supplies came almost entirely from Kent, but now Sussex,
Hants and Cambridgeshire, Hereford and Worcestershire,
together with what we may call the home county of Cheshire,
all join in pouring in their contributions. The fear of rain
last week led to busy gathering, and on Wednesday last no
fewer than four special trains laden with strawberries reached
Manchester, so that in the afternoon and evening vast
quantities were seen on the street barrows. But not only
from the favoured districts of England do they come, but
from Scotland, for on the same day about a thousand
baskets of strawberries arrived here from Blairgowrie.
Other fruits come in like proportion, but tomatoes show even
more than strawberries the wonderful growth of the new
appetite for wholesome fruit. A dozen years ago a basket
of tomatoes would have caused some excitement in
the market; now heaps of baskets are stacked everywhere.
This year two special steamers run daily to Southampton and
Weymouth to bring over the thousands of tons sent from
Guernsey, to be distributed all over the country, and of these
Manchester has a share. On Wednesday last at least 5000
baskets, each containing 12lb., were received in the Man-
chester market. Consignments of 4000 baskets are quite
usual. Being quickly perishable, these fruits come chiefly
by rail, but the Ship Canal does good service in helping
forward our vegetable supplies, as potatoes and onions, and
also in bearing cargoes of oranges, so that they are no
novelties to the poorest of the population. No doubt we as
a people eat too much meat, and it is a national benefit for
our towns to have ample supplies of fruit and vegetables.

Victoria University.
Degree day was celebrated on Saturday at the Free Trade

Hall. As in the older universities, noisy demonstrations by
the students were not wanting, and the presentation of
degrees was witnessed by a large number of ladies and

gentlemen. "The members of the Board of Studies, the
Court of Convocation, followed by the pro-Vice-Chancellor
and the Chairman of the General Board of Studies, with the
Vice-Chancellor and Registrar bringing up the rear, made an
imposing procession as they left one of the ante-rooms attired
in their hoods and gowns of diversified colour." Manchester
is rather a sad-looking city, and a little spectacular
display so respectable and academic is quite cheering.
Dr. Ward said it had been thought well to provide
that, if possible, in future the Vice-Chancellor’s two

years’ tenure of office should terminate, as a rule,
early in the Michaelmas term, instead of, as hitherto,
in the middle of the Easter term, and that to facilitate the
change he had again accepted the honour of re-election, and
that this was therefore the last annual degree day on which
he was likely to perform the most gratifying of the functions
belonging to his present position. As to members, he did
not feas any falling off, the candidates to be presented being

122 as compared with 118 in 1895 and 115 in 1894. " In
the Faculty of Medicine we may probably look for a speedy
recovery of the slight diminution experienced during the
last two sessions in the number of graduates ; but this the
results of the July examinations will show." He adverted
to the installation on the previous day of the Prince of
Wales as Chancellor of the University of Wales, when the
honorary degree of Doctor of Laws was conferred on

Lord Spencer, the Chancellor of the Victoria University,
and said that "by his acceptance of this honour Lord
Spencer testified to the cordial goodwill cherished by the
Victoria University towards the youngest of her sisters."
The following gentlemen had the degree of M.D. conferred
upon them :-K. A. Beaver, Univ. ; J. L. B. Dixon,
Owens; R. W. Marsden, Owens; H. T. Nixon, Univ. ; and
J. C. Thresh, Owens. Dr. Thresh, who is well known as the
medical officer of health of Chelmsford, received the gold
medal for his dissertation for the M.D. No ladies were
added to the ranks of the medical graduates, but one became
a Master of Arts and several were made Bachelors.

Hospital Sunday and Saturday.
A meeting of the general committee of these funds was held

yesterday. There was a good attendance, including (for the
first time) a number of the members of the Red Cross Society,
representing the workpeople. It was stated that in nearly
all the cases where the system of periodical collections advo-
cated by this society had been adopted the result had been
an increase of contributions, and as the system had only been
at work four months, and in many cases only two or three
months, a much better result may be looked for next year.
It was also said that many churches in the district do not
contribute offertories to the fund, and a special committee
was appointed to look into the matter and report. The

meeting authorised the apportionment of E7500 to the various
hospitals.

Aetion for the Recovery of Fees.
On Saturday last an action of interest to our profession

was tried at the Salford Hundred Court of Record. It was

brought by Dr. J. B. Brierley of Old TrafEord, nominally for
recovery of his fees, amounting to nine guineas, for attend-
ance during a confinement and the subsequent treatment,
but also for the more important purpose of defending his
professional reputation. The defence was " a denial of
indebtedness, ’that the plaintiff was not engaged for any
stated fee, that he had not used proper care, skill, and
diligence, and that in consequence his services were of no
avail, but, on the contrary, were injurious, and caused the
death of defendant’s wife." The plaintiff attended the lady
in her confinement, and on calling the next day found
her in a state of fever and observed symptoms of blood
poisoning. This was due, in his opinion, to the insanitary
condition of the house. In this opinion he was supported
by Dr. Faulkner of Stretford, who saw the patient
with him. An attempt was made to show that Dr.

Brierley was suffering from blood poisoning at the time of
his attendance, but this was easily defeated. Dr. S. Wood-
cock, Dr. A. Ritchie, and Dr. T. A. Helme corroborated the
plaintiff’s statements, and the jury without leaving the box
found a verdict for the amount claimed. The judge said that
" 
an allegation of gross negligence of this kind ought not to

be made lightly or affirmed by a jury unless it was proved
beyond all question, and although this was an action for
the recovery of fees the jury would be mistaken if they
attached anything like so much importance to that part of
the case as to the other." Mr. Byrne (his counsel) said
the plaintiff, in defending his reputation, had been put to
considerable expense, and asked that the costs of the
medical part of the case should be allowed on the higher
scale, which was granted. Dr. Brierley is to be congratulated
on the result of a case which must have caused him much
worry and anxiety.
June 30th. 

_______________

SCOTLAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

Lecture before the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh.
FOR many years the former custom of giving special

lectures before the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh
has been allowed to lapse. Latterly, however, at the sug-
gestion of the President, Professor Struthers, arrangements
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have been made to revive the custom, and the first of what
are expected in future to be several annual lectures by
different Fellows was delivered in the hall of the College on
the 26th ult. by Mr. Cathcart, conservator of the museum.
Mr. Cathcart chose as his subject Classification in Patho-
logy, as applied not only to museums but to the explanation
and description of special pathology in lectures and text-
books. At the outset the lecturer drew attention to the
logical canons of division, and urged the importance of
applying them to the formation of groups either for demon-
stration and exhibition or for description in order to avoid
the confusion which follows from a cross division. After

discussing the use of "locality," "result," and "cause" " as
bases of sub-division, he advocated the latter as the
basis on which the main groups of disease of different organs
should be founded, and explained a special scheme of causes
which he had drawn up for the purpose. Taking bone
diseases as an example, he pointed out instances of cross
division in the classifications employed in certain standard
works, and while showing how this source of confusion might
have been avoided without greatly modifying the existing
method he advocated the introduction of what he thought a
better method. The lecturer then explained how the new
system would work out when applied to diseases of bone, of
skin, and of brain, and concluded by answering certain

possible objections to it. The lecture, which contained
much original thought, was illustrated by specimens from
the museum and by various tabulated schemes thrown on to
a lantern screen. Invitations had been issued, also, to the
Fellows of the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh,
and the lecture (which will appear in the Edinburgh Medical
Journal) was listened to with interest by representatives of
both Colleges.

Plumbers’ Congress in Edinburgh.
The seventh annual congress of the Scottish District

Councils of the National Society for the Registration of
Plumbers was held last week in Edinburgh and was attended
by about 150 delegates. The meetings were held in the
Heriot-Watt College, and an exhibition of plumbers’ work
and sanitary appliances in the Drill Hall, Forrest-road.
The opening of the exhibition was the first function
performed in connexion with the Congress. The chair
was taken by Professor Crum Brown, while Baillie
Pollard, in the absence of the Lord Provost and as

chairman of the Public Health Committee of the Town
Council, formally declared the exhibition open. In his opening
remarks he said that it was a unique fact in the industrial
development of their time that one trade, taking an intelli-
gent view of its influence upon the health and even upon the
life of the community, had resolved that for its part it
should, so far as in it lay, make sure and give public
guarantee that the work which the plumber performed should
be thoroughly well done. They had come to that resolu-
tion under no outside compulsion or any compulsion of law,
but from an intelligent view of the importance of their
work. In dwelling upon the causes of the lowered mortality
in the city he stated that the result had been due to many
influences, not the least of which was the improvement in
the plumbing trade of the city. The formal opening of
the Congress took place in the Heriot-Watt College,
Professor Sir Douglas Maclagan occupying the chair.
Professor Crum Brown welcomed the Congress in the name
of the University. When the Congress met in the afternoon
under the presidency of Sir James Russell a report was sub-
mitted by Alderman Hind, Stockton-on-Tees, on the position
of the Plumbers’ Registration Bill. He said they had not
been able to carry their measure, but it did not very much
matter whether it passed or not if they carried on the work
as they were carrying it on in Scotland with such splendid
organisation and with such a number of classes training
young men technically and practically in their work. If
they continued to make as much headway as during the past
six or seven years they would make their position clear and
strong. The congresses made outside people interested in
the work, which was very necessary. The chairman moved
that they should petition Parliament in favour of the inser-
tion of a clause in the Public Health (Scotland) Bill, No. 2,
to frame and arrange plumbing regulations. The meet-
ing on Friday was also presided over by Sir James
Russell, and the first motion, carried after considerable
discussion, expressed the desirableness of impressing
on the registered masters the advisability of employing only
registered men. Professor Crum Brown opened a discussion

on the prevention of freezing of water pipes. Various other

papers of more or less technical interest were read. Om
Thursday afternoon the Lord Provost and magistrates gave &

reception to members of Congress. On Friday evening the
annual dinner took place at which the Lord Provost presided,
and Saturday was devoted to sightseeing.

Addition to Dumafries Infirmary.
The directors of this institution have arranged for 811’.

addition to be made to the building at a cost of E.3000.

Forfarshire Medical Association.

The annual general meeting of this association took place
at Edgell on Thursday, June 25th, Dr. Adam of Brechin,
President, in the chair. The members present included Dr.
Duncan, Dr. Anderson, Dr. Halley, Dr. Buist, Dr. Larbales-
tier, Dr. Guild, Dr. Graham Campbell, Dr. Rorie, Dr.

McGillivray, Dr. Johnston, and Dr. Peter Campbell (Dundee).
Dr. Stone, Mr. Urquhart, and Mr. Gunning (Montrose), Dr.
Howden and Dr. Havelock (Sunnyside). Dr. Grant (Glamis),
Dr. MacAlister (Forfar), and Dr. Parkinson (Brechin).
Apologies for absence were intimated from Dr. J. W. Miller
(Dundee) and Dr. Lawrence (Montrose). The minutes of
last meeting having been read and approved of, the treasurer
submitted the financial statement, which showed the affairs
of the association to be in a satisfactory condition. It was

arranged that the next general meeting should be held in
Montrose. The following office-bearers were elected for the
year: President, Dr. D. Johnston (Fordoun) ; Vice-Presi-
dents, Dr. Beattie Bain (Dundee) and Dr. Gowans (Broughty
Ferry); Council; Dr. Sinclair, Dr. Mackie Whyte, Dr.
Mackay, Mr. Steele Moon, Dr. Johnston, and Dr. Tullock.
Secretary : Dr. Peter Campbell. Treasurer: Dr. McGillivray.
Local Secretaries : Mr. Cable (Forfar), Dr. Adam (Brechin),
Dr. Key (Montrose), and Dr. Laing (Arbroath). The
secretary made a statement with regard to the part takeR
by the Association and its council in bringing before the
Cobb trustees and the general public the necessity for
a maternity hospital in Dundee and intimated the receipt
of f.5000 by the Association from the trustees for this

purpose. It was proposed by Dr. Peter Campbell, seconded
by Dr. Rorie, that the money given to the association by the
Cobb trustees for the purpose of establishing a maternity
hospital in Dundee be handed over to the maternity hospital
committee. Dr. McGillivray moved as an amendment that
a special meeting of the Association be held in Dundee to
consider the matter. This was seconded by Dr. Buist and
carried by 7 votes to 6 for the motion. Dr. Buist gave notice
that at the next meeting he would move that members
present at the annual meeting shall each year select the
locality for the succeeding meeting. After the business wa,
over the members dined together in the " Panmure Arms 

"

hotel.

Hospital Saturday in Aberdeen.
June 27the was Hospital Saturday in Aberdeen. The move-

ment, which is new in the city, originated with the friendly
societies, and it was arranged that the proceeds should be
for the benefit of the Aberdeen Royal Infirmary, Aberdeen
Royal Hospital for Sick Children, and the Aberdeen Hospital
for Incurables at Morningfield. Duthie Park was placed at
the disposal of the committee for the afternoon and evening
by the town council, which enabled a charge of 6d. for
admission to be made. An effective procession took plaoe
from the Reclaimed Land to the park, the persons taking pari
being on foot, on horseback, and in vehicles. The various
lodges of Oddfellows, Foresters, Rechabites, Free Gardeners,
Shepherds, &c., displayed their fine banners, and the strains
of numerous bands beguiled the way. A circuitous route
was selected so as to include parts of some of the principal
streets, and contributions were taken up on the way in
collection boxes. The gala in the park included a long pre-
gramme of athletic contests, concerts, dancing and other
amusements. There was also a drawing in connexion witk
a subscription sale, for which nearly 53,000 penny tickets
had been disposed of. The weather was sultry but only one
thunder shower fell, and for hours there was a continuos
stream of visitors by all the entrances to the spacious park-
No intoxicants were sold, and although the attendance wa.
above 20,000 the behaviour of the people was admirable.
The sum of &pound; 900 or thereby has been realised for the medical
charities named.
July 2nd.


